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WASHINGTON, MAY 22-- LEND-LEASOR CROWLEY WAS TOLD SOTTO VOCE BY HIS
SUPIRIORS THAT THEY OVER-RULED HIM ON CESSATION OF LEND-LEASE TO RUSSIA
BECAUSE NOTHING MUST BE DONE TO RUFFLE THE VICTORY~BRISTLING SOVIET
HAIR UNTIL AFTER THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE,

BUT THE REAL REASON FCR THE VAGUE UNEXPLAINED CHANGE OF POLICY -~
WHICH IS REALLY CONTRARY TO LAW -~ RUNS MUCH DEEPER, I UNDERSTAND,
PRESIDENT TRUMAN AND STATE SECRETARY STETTINIUS EXPECTED A RUSSIAN
DECLARATION OF WAR ON JAPAN ™VERY SOON®, NATURALLY THEY COULD NOT
EXPLAIN THIS PUBLICLY, BUT THERE WAS NO REASON FOR IMPEDING SHIPMENTS
DURING THE FEW WEEKS' INTERIM BEFORE STALIN GOT AROUND TO ACTION,

TO DO SO WOULD DELAY OR HINUER THE PROMISED RED STEP INTO ASIAs

TWO OR THREE SENATORIAL AUTKORITIES WERE INFORMED OF THIS REASON
¢BUT NOT REPUBLICAN SENATOR BRIDGES, OF NEW HAMPSHIRE) AND A CONGRESS-
IONAL UPRISING BEHIND CROWLEY WAS THUS AVERTED.

MY INFORMATION (SINCE IT WAS FIRST PUBLISHED IN THIS SPOT FEERUARY
16) IS THAT THE ONE POINT WON BY THE LATE MR« ROOSEVELT AT YALTA WAS
THE PROMISE OF STALIN TO JOIN US IN THE ORIENT AS AN ALLY, THIS HAS
NEVER BEEN CONFIRMED OFFICIALLY, BUT A NUMBER OF SENATORS SINCE HAVE
RECEIVED PRIVATE INFORMATION TO THE SAME EFFECT,
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INDEED, COMMON OPINION ON CAPITOL HILL HOLD§ RUSSTA NEVER INTENDED
TO DO CTHERWISEs HER INTEREST IN ASIA IS AS AVID AS IN EUROPEe JAPAN
HAS BEEN A NATURAL ENEMY SINCE SHE EXECUTED A PEARL HARBOR QN THE RUSS~=
IAN FLEET AND WON THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR OF THE TEDDY ROOSEVELT
ADMINISTRATION, ACQUIRING TERRITORY AND GAINING GREAT PRESTIGE,

STALINYS COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN CHINA HAS REACHED THE PROPORTIONS
OF AN ESTABLISHED GOVERNMENT WITH A SEPARA.Z ARMYe THE NECESSITY THE
REDS FACED, OF HAVING CONSTANTLY TC MAKE TREATIES WITH JAPAN FOR
DIVISION OF FISHERY WATERS OF THE PACIFIC HAS BEEN IRKSOMEe THE
ADVANCEMENT OF RUSSIAN POWER EASTWARD LONG HAS BEEN BLOCKED BY THE
JAPS, AND IF JAPAN'S MILITARISM IS N © T FASCISM, WHAT IS IT?

OUR NAVY AND ARMY PECPLE HAVE NOT BEEN S0 EAGER THE LAST YEAR OR SO
TO GET RUSSIA INe AT THE CUTSET THEY WNEEDED NEARBY AIR BASES TO BOMB
JAPAN, BUT THEY HAVE SINCE FOUGHT FOR THEIR OWNe 1IN SHORT, BOTH THEY
AND THE CONGRESS, I THINK, WILL LOOK UPON RUSSIA'S ENTRY, WHEN IT CCMES,
AS IN HER OWN DIRECT INTEREST AND N O T IN ANY SENSE A SACRIFICE
BY MOSCOW TO AID US,

MEANWHILE MRe CROWLEY IS BURNING, YOU CAN ALMOST SEE THE SMOKE
ISSUING THROUGH THE TRANSOM OF HIS OFFICE, WITH ROUTINE RIGHTNESS HE
HAD ANNOUNCED TO THE WORLD THE CLOSING OF HIS MONEY BAG (FROM WHICH
36 BILLICONS OF DOLLARS ALREADY HAD BEEN EXTRACTED) TC RUSSIA4
. IT WAS ROUTINE AND RIGHT BECAUSE THE LAW SAYS SPECIFICALLY THIS
FREE DISTRIBUTION COF OUR WAR RESOURCES CAN GO ONLY TC NATIONS WHOSE
DEFENSE IS ESSENTIAL TO DEFENSE OF THIS COUNTRY, AND THE RUSSIAN
SITUATION COULD NOT BE STRETCHED BY ANY REASONABLE IMAGINATION TO
COME IN UNDER THAT TENTe RUSSIA WAS NO LONGER AN ALLY, WAS NOT AT WAR

WITH OUR REMAINING ENEMY AND HAD MO DEFENSIVE NEEDS,
MORE T728PWC
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iR CROWLEY HAD SPECIFICALLY FROMISED CONGRESS TO ADMINISTER THE
LAY THIS WAY, HE HAD TO KEEP HIS WORDa _

YET BEFORE HIS DECISION COULD BE CARRIED OUT, IT WAS OVER=RULED
BY HIS SUPERIORS MESSRSs STETTINIUS AND GREW IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT,
WHERE LEND-LEASE 1S LODGEDs GREW'S EXPLANATION WAS TORTUOUS AND
LABOREDs HE TRIED TO SAY SOVIET LEND-LEASE COULD BE JUSTIFIED
"ON THE BASIS OF ADEQUATE INFORMATION REGARDING THE ESSENTIAL NATURE
OF SOVIET MILITARY SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS, AND IN THE LIGHT OF COMPETING
DEMANDS™s i |

WHATEVER THESE LIMP WORDS MAY MEAN, THEY FAILED TO CONVINCE ANYONE
AND LED TO WIDESPREAD ASSUHPTION THAT Thig GOVERNMENT WAS AGAIN
APPEASING RUSSIA IN A RATHER EXTREME FEA OF OFFENDING HERs

THE COMING GREAT EVENT WILL BE RELIED UPON TO FURNISH GENUINE
JUSTIFICATION,
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